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Grade 7 Writing (Master)

Essential Questions Content Skills
Fall How do writers vary their writing when

they write for different purposes and
different audiences?

What role do grammar and mechanics play
in crafting a solid piece of writing?

How does the absence of proper grammar
detract from my audience's enjoyment and
understanding of my piece?

How do a varied vocabulary and a
consideration of word choice improve a
piece of word choice?

Forms of Writing
 A. Fiction/non-fiction narrative writing
 -Engaging introductions (hooks)
 -Show, don't Tell
 -Characterization and plot development
 through dialogue
 -Portrayal of (emotional) significance

Grammar
 B Capitalization
 C. Punctuation
 D. Usage
 E. Daily Oral Language

Word Study
 F. Word meaning
 G. Context clues
 H. Part of speech
 I. Connotation
 J. Popular uses of the word

A. Apply various introduction (hook) techniques
 A. Write vividly
 A. Develop character through thoughts, actions, dialogue,
and description
 A. Choose topic and narrow/widen as necessary within
the process

B-D. Demonstrate present level of functioning
 B-D. Use proper dialogue format
 for narratives
 B- E. Apply editing and grammar knowledge to provided
text

F. Understand word meaning
 G. Derive meaning from context
 H. Determine part of speech by reading the word in a
sentence
 I. Understand the role connotation plays
 J. Learn when the word is most commonly used

How do writers vary their writing when
they write for specific purposes and
different audiences?

What role do grammar and mechanics play
in crafting a solid piece of writing?

How does the absence of proper grammar
and mechanics detract from my audience's
enjoyment and understanding of my piece?

Forms of Writing
 A. Fiction and non-fiction
 -Engaging introductions (hooks)
 -Show, don't Tell (imagery)
 -Characterization and plot development
 through dialogue
 -Portrayal of emotional significance

Grammar
 B. Phrases
 C. Clauses

A. Apply various introductory techniques (hooks)
 A. Use specific and vivid words and phrases
 A. Develop character through thoughts, actions, speech,
and description
 A. Choose topic and narrow/widen as necessary within
the process

B-C. Apply identifying phrases and clauses
 B-C. Write phrases and clauses

How do writers vary their writing when
they write for specific purposes and
different audiences?

What role do grammar and mechanics play
in crafting a solid piece of writing?

How does the absence of proper grammar
and mechanics detract from my audience's
enjoyment and understanding of my piece?

Forms of Writing
 A. Expository
 - "How to"
 -"Compare/Contrast"
 -Research project

Grammar
 B. Simple sentences
 C. Compound sentences
 D. Complex sentences
 E. Dependent clauses
 F. Independent

A. Analyze and evaluate topic choice
 A. Sequence ideas by chronology, importance, difficulty,
or other criteria (Consider organization)
 A. Links ideas with transitional words/phrases
 A. Use supporting details (second-order details) to
develop the main idea
 A. Use circling method for effective wrap-up/ conclusion
(rephrasing ideas from introduction and body paragraphs)
A. Blend personal touch into informative text (voice)

Grammar
 B-D. Identify and write simple, compound, and complex
sentences
 E-F. Identify and write dependent clauses and
independent clauses
 E-F. Revise "typical" sentence structure into one that
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and mechanics detract from my audience's
enjoyment and understanding of my piece?

 B. Simple sentences
 C. Compound sentences
 D. Complex sentences
 E. Dependent clauses
 F. Independent

A. Blend personal touch into informative text (voice)

Grammar
 B-D. Identify and write simple, compound, and complex
sentences
 E-F. Identify and write dependent clauses and
independent clauses
 E-F. Revise "typical" sentence structure into one that
follows a "dependent clause, independent clause" structure

Winter How do writers vary their writing when
they write for different purposes and
different audiences?

How does following the writing process
help a writer craft and effective piece of
writing?

Forms of Writing
 A. Expository
 - "How to"
 -"Compare/Contrast"
 -Research project

Grammar
 B. Parallelism
 C. Dangling/misplaced modifiers

Word Study
 D. Word meaning
 E. Context clues
 F. Part of speech
 G. Connotation
 H. Popular uses of the word

A. Analyze and evaluate topic choice
 A. Establish/maintain paragraph focus
 A. Sequence ideas by chronology, importance, difficulty,
or other criteria. (Consider order)
 A. Link ideas with transition words and phrases
 A. Use supporting details (second-order details) to
develop main ideas
 A. Utilize circling method (going back to introduction)
for effective wrap-up/conclusion
 A. Blend personal touch into informative text (voice)

B-C. Identify correct and incorrect sentences
 B-C. Revise sentences to contain correct parallel structure
 B-C. Revise sentences to eliminate any dangling or
misplaced modifiers

D. Understand the word meaning
 E. Derive meaning from context
 F. Determine part of speech by reading the word in a
sentence
 G. Understand the role connotation plays in word choice
 H. Learn when the word is most commonly used

How do writers vary their writing when
they write for different purposes and
different audiences?

How does following the writing process
help a writer craft an effective piece of
writing?

What role do grammar and mechanics play
in crafting a solid piece of writing?

Grammar
 A. Comma rules
 -separation of two independent clauses
 -lists or phrases of three or more
 -in dialogue
 -between adjectives
 -with quotation marks (dialogue)
 -to offset direct address

Forms of Writing
 B. Friendly/business letter
 C. Advertising unit
 D. Incorporation of technology to persuade
(Photoshop)

A. Demonstrate present level of functioning
 A. Edit provided text
 A. Edit own text

B-D. Use persuasive words and phrases
 B-D. Incorporate effective arguments, refutations, and
concessions
 B-D. Consider the needs and desire of audience
 B-D. Develop (second-order) support beyond the obvious
 B-D. Integrate factual information to bolster position
 B-D. Display confidence and enthusiasm in writing
 B-D. Use sophisticated transitions to link ideas and move
reader through essay
 B-D. Portray ideas with a variety of sentence structures
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 D. Incorporation of technology to persuade
(Photoshop)

reader through essay
 B-D. Portray ideas with a variety of sentence structures

How do writers vary their writing when
they write for different purposes and
different audiences?

How does following the writing process
help a writer craft an effective piece of
writing?

What role do grammar and mechanics play
in crafting a solid piece of writing?

How does spelling influence the strength of
a written piece?

Grammar
 A. Comma rules
 -an introductory word
 - "dependent clause, independent clause" structure
 -setting off appositives or parenthetical
expressions.
 -dates and locations

Forms of Writing
 B. Friendly/business letter
 C. Advertising unit
 D. Incorporation of technology (Photoshop)

E. Spelling

A. Demonstrate present level of functioning
 A. Edit provided text
 A. Edit own text

B-D. Use persuasive words/phrases
 B-D. Incorporate effective arguments, refutations, and
concessions
 B-D. Consider needs/desires of audience
 B-D. Develop (second-order) support beyond the obvious
 B-D. Integrate facts to bolster position
 B-D. Display confidence and enthusiasm.
 B-D. Use sophisticated transitions to link ideas and move
reader through
 B-D. Portray ideas with a variety of sentence structures

E. Demonstrate present level of functioning
 E. Develop strategies to remember spelling words

Spring How do writers vary their writing when
they write for different purposes and
different audiences?

How does following the writing process
help a writer craft an effective piece of
writing?

What role do grammar and mechanics play
in crafting a solid piece of writing?

Forms of Writing
 A. Friendly/business letter
 B Advertising unit
 C. Incorporation of technology (Photoshop)

Grammar
 D. Hyphens
 E. Dashes
 F. Semicolons
 G. Capitalization

A-C. Use persuasive words/phrases
 A-C. Incorporate effective arguments, refutations, and
concessions.
 A-C. Consider needs/desires of audience
 A-C. Develop (second-order) support beyond the obvious
 A-C. Integrate facts to bolster position
 A-C. Display confidence and enthusiasm.
 A-C. Use sophisticated transitions to link ideas and move
reader through
 A-C. Portray ideas with a variety of sentence structures.

D-G. Demonstrate present level of functioning
 D-G. Edit provided text
 D-G. Edit own text

How does a variety of sentences structures
and lengths enhance writing?

How do writers decide which poetic format
will best express their ideas?

Why is poetry a powerful form of
expression?

Forms of writing
 A. Poetry
 -Form
 -Poetic devices
 -Brief Author study
 -Poetry anthology

Grammar
 B. Sentence structure
 C. Sentence combining
 D. Sentence length

Word Study
 E. District spelling list (local assessment)

A. Write in various poetic forms
 A. Identify and use rhythm, rhyme, and sound devices
 A. Identify and use alliteration, consonance, assonance
 A. Identify and use, and evaluate simile, metaphor,
hyperbole, personification
 A. Notice and appreciate common themes of an author
 A. Create several types of poems (cinquain, limerick,
free verse, etc) and assemble into an anthology 

B-D. Write with improving sophistication by combining
sentences
 B-D. Revise previous pieces of writing for more sentence
variations

E. Demonstrate present level of functioning
 E. Develop strategies to remember spelling words
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Grammar
 B. Sentence structure
 C. Sentence combining
 D. Sentence length

Word Study
 E. District spelling list (local assessment)

B-D. Write with improving sophistication by combining
sentences
 B-D. Revise previous pieces of writing for more sentence
variations

E. Demonstrate present level of functioning
 E. Develop strategies to remember spelling words

How do writers vary their writing for
different purposes and different audiences?

How does a varied vocabulary and a
consideration of word choice enhance
writing?

Forms of writing
 A. Business letter

Grammar
 B. Idioms
 C. Euphemisms, dysphemisms
 D. Cumulative review of concepts

Word Study
 E. District spelling words

A. Write with formality and sophistication
 A. Consider word choice
 A. Use diplomacy in writing
 A. Use euphemisms
 A. Identify concise writing vs. wordiness
 A. Understand how to get the biggest bang out of words
 A. Revise wordy sentence

B-D. Identify and use idioms, euphemisms, and
dysphemisms

E. Use spelling strategies
 E. Demonstrate correct spellings

How do writers vary their writing for
different purposes and audiences?

How can a creative performance enhance
the message of the written word?

Forms of writing
 A. Dramatic performance
 -poetry
 -vocabulary
 -idioms
 -personification
 -others

A. Perform memorized piece
 A. Match tone of voice to mood or intended emotion
 A. Use various ways to SHOW rather than just reciting
 -gesticulation
 -repetition
 -voice volume


